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Study of plants in present day Karnataka 
has attracted the attention cf workers from 
the earliest days of scientific floristic work. As 
of to-day, Karnataka comprises of the erst¬ 
while princely State of Mysore, to which 
were added Coorg and adjacent Kannada 
speaking areas of former Hyderabad, Bombay 
and Madras Presidencies, in 1956, as part of 
the States re-organisation, in the Indian Union. 

Razi (1950 a, 1955 a) has noticed the taxo¬ 
nomic and cognate literature pertaining to 
erstwhile Mysore up to 1952; and a bibliogra¬ 
phy by Santapau (1952) gives references to 
plants of the other areas (added during the 
re-organisation of the States). Much informa¬ 
tion can also be gathered from Burkill (1965). 

Buchanan Hamilton’s (1807) is perhaps 
the pioneer account of the plants of Mysore 
noticed during his journey in the country. 
Rottler, Klein, Roth and the United Brother¬ 
hood (cf. Wight and Arnott, 1834) from 
Tranquebar, have also collected in our area. 
Rottler’s and Klein's collections were mostly 
studied and described by Willdenow (cf. 
Wight and Arnott, 1834). Heyne (1814) was 
in Mysore, and wrote his Tracts’ based on 
statistics he collected during his travels. Most 
of Heynes collections are described by Roth 
in his Novae Plantarum Species (1821), as can 
be seen from the fact that of 366 plants dealt 


with in the book, 104 are from Mysore. Rox¬ 
burgh in his Flora Indica (1832) also men¬ 
tions several plants from Mysore. The 
collections on which these books were 
written are all scattered in several European 
Herbaria, and if dug out, would form interes¬ 
ting source material, probably yielding many 
types, on which further work could be carried 
out. 

Notable contributions were made by 
Officers of the Horticultural and Forest De¬ 
partments. Among published work of this 
period can be noted the efforts of Christisou 
(1846), Cleghorn (1861), New (1861), Gcll 
(1863), Black (1864), Scmeren (1879), Cameron 
(1880, 1887-88), Anderson (1888), Lovery 

(1888), Cameron (1894, 1895-96) and Talbot 
(1897, 1898, 1906). 

The work of Cameron deserves a little 
more attention. As Superintendent of the 
Government Botanical Garden, he inherited 
a few acres of Garden which was actually 
started by Hyder Ali (cf. Gowda 1949), the 
said Garden having undergone considerable 
deterioration by the passage of time. He gra¬ 
dually improved it into one of the foremost 
gardens in the country for botanical and hor¬ 
ticultural work. He utilised it more for growth 
and propagation of exotics into India, while 
also undertaking the task of collecting plants 
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from various parts of the state. He was more 
engrossed in the propagation, multiplication 
and spread of exotics, and had to unfortu¬ 
nately give up purely botanical pursuits. 
However, he has managed to publish several 
hsts (1887-88, 1888-89, 1880, 1895-96, 1904, 
1907, 1921) as well as a book on the Forest 
Trees of Mysore and Coorg (1894). Probably 
his best effort is the supervision of a set of 
superb drawings in natural colour made by 
a native artist, K. Cheluviah Raju, of which 
he (1907) published a list. Some of these 
drawings are utilised in the early volumes of 
the Wealth of India series, but have lost much 
of their beauty by being reproduced in black 
and white instead of in colour. 

Some of Cameron’s early collections from 
all over the state were identified by Lawson 
w ho was Systematic Botanist at Coimbatore; 
these authenticated collections were deposited 
in the Mysore Government Museum (Cameron 
1887-88, '1888-89). These herbarium sheets, 
nearly 500 in number, are now back in Lai 
®agh, but have suffered greviously by the 
raveges of time and lack of curating. Both the 
herbarium sheets and the coloured drawings 
Would be most helpful in any work on a Flora 
°f Karnataka. Apart from the above noted 
Papers, there are some stray contributions by 
officers of the Forest Department on the 
vegetation of selected places. 

The beg'nning of the present century 
witnessed publication of a tour report by 
Mp.ebold (1909) who has described, in gene- 
r al terms, the vegetation in some eastern areas 
of the state. Then emerged one of the most 
indefatigable and prolific workers on the eco¬ 
logy of forests and sylviculture of trees of our 
Western Ghats in the person of Kadambi be- 
f' Veen 1929-1969, but this is outside our 
purview. Similarly excellent papers on forests 

vegetation are given by many workers 
which do not strictly fit into the ambit of 
oristics and are not included here. However, 
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good general accounts of the forests of the 
state are given by Khader Hussain (1974, 
1975 a, b, c, d), Ramtswamy (1964), Rao and 
Razi (1973-74), Rao and Sastry (1964), Razi 
and Ramaswamy (1967) and Razi (1950, 1955, 
1969, 1972). 

Some interesting papers on applied as 
pects refer to bee botany and forage plants. 
These are by Deodikar (1963), Dhanavantarj 
(1955), Diwan- and Rao (1971), Kallapur (1959), 
Narasimhaswamy (1939-40), and Suryanara- 
yana (1966, 1975). 

Some aspects of the ethology and con¬ 
servation of forests a.:d individual taxa are 
the subject matter of studies by Bhaskar and 
Razi on nocturnal blooming species (1973-74); 
Gupta (on ecology and conservatioin of vege¬ 
table resources in Challakere taluk, 1971); 
Kadambi (1969, 1975); Mahadeswaraswamy 
on fortwall flora of Sreerangapatra (1973); 
Mathauda (1953); Rao on Nervilia crispQta 
(1963); Razi on distribution of hilltop plants 
(1954, 1955 a), Razi and Govindu on plants of 
Sreerangapatra and Savandurga (1949, 1952); 
Saldanha on preservation of our countryside 
(1976;; Ihirumalachar et al. on epiphytism 
in Heptapleurum (1§43). 

Several lists have emanated due to the 
efforts of workers at Central College and Col¬ 
lege of Agriculture at Bangalore and Manasa- 
gangothri at Mysore. Some of these early 
efforts at Bangalore are mentioned in Razi 
(1950 a, 1955 a) to which may be added Ahmed 
cn Archichlamydeae of Adichunchanagiri 
(1976); Anderson (1888); Barnes on Biligiri- 
rangan plants (1944); Bharathi and Shivalin- 
garadhya (on plants of Karnatak University 
1966); Bhaskar (1971), Bhaskar and Razi on 
hydrophytes of Mysore city (1974, 1974 a, b); 
Black’s (1864) list of Lai Bagh plants; Boraiah 
and Tasneem Fathima Khaleel on Nandi plants 
(1970); Cameron’s (1880) list of Lai Bagh 
plants; Cariappa on exotics of Mysore city 
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(1973) ; Desax and Murthi (1960) on grasses of 
Dharwar; Iyengar and Narasimhachar’s (1945) 
list of wild fodder plants; Jacob (1938) on 
grasses of Kollegal; Jagadeesha’s (1973) Gamo- 
petalae of Adichunchanagiri; Jayaramaiah’s 
(1975) list of cultigens in Manasagangothri; 
Kammathy, Rao and Rao’s (1967) account of 
Biligirirangan plants; Krumbiegel (1948) on 
introduced plants in Lai Bagh; Lovery (1888) 
on Shimoga Trees; Mahesbwarappa (1974) 
on Archichlamydeae of Halekote; Naithani’s 
paper on Bandipur plants (1966) ; New (1861); 
Prashanthakumar (1975) on fortwall plants of 
Chitragurga; Rao and Razi (1973-74, 1973-74 a, 
b) on vegetation and plants of Mysore Dis¬ 
trict, Chamundi and Yelwala; Razi’s (1946) 
list of Mysore plants; Someren (1879) forest 
trees of Mysore and Coorg; Talbot (1897,1898, 
1906) on N. Kanara plants; Tasneem Fathima 
et al. on Hebbal plants; Thimmanna (1974) on 
Gamopetalae of Halekote, and Yoganara- 
simban et al., (1977 a, b) on vegetation and 
plants of Chikmagalore District. 

The work started during the early forties 
at Central College, Bangalore culminated in 
the publication of a Flora of Bangalore Dis¬ 
trict by Ramaswamy and Razi (1973) ; and 
this taxonomic tradition was later carried to 
Manasagangothri in Mysore, in which several 
families, genera and accounts of forests were 
prepared. These latter include the contribu¬ 
tions of Bhat (1971), Bhat and Razi (T971-72) 
on Cyperaceae; Chandraguptha (1973) on 
herbaceous Papilionaeeae; Mahadevappa 
(1975) on Asteraceae; Rajashekahra (1975) on 
Asteraceae; Rajashekarappa (1975) on Ficus 
in Mysore city; Ramakrishna (1975) on Sola¬ 
rium ; Rao (1969) on Euphorbiaceae; Rao and 
Razi (1960-70, 1973, 1973 a) on Euphorbia¬ 
ceae and name changes; Shivanna (1969), 
Shivanna and Razi (1969-70) on Caesalpinia- 
ceae; Singh (1970), Singh and Razi (1973-74) 
on Polygala; Sreepadaswamy (1974) on Pteri- 
dophytes of Halekote; and Vasundhara’s 


(1976) excellent account of the Acanthaceae. 

From the purely taxonomic point of view 
are to be noticed descriptions of new species, 
species transfers, range extensions and similar 
work as embodied in the contributions of 
Ansari et al., on Chlorophyfum bharuchae sp. 
nov. (1970); Arora on new plants from N. 
Kanara (1960); Bhaskar et al., on adventives 
(1975); Boraiah and Khaleel (1970) on Urgi- 
nea govindappae sp. nov.; Jain and Hemadri 
(1968) on Manisuris mysorensis sp. nov.; Naik 
(1973); Rao (1944) on Isoetes sampathku- 
maranu sp. nov.; Saldanha (1974, 1974 a); 
Smith (1977) on Paracautleya bhatii Gen. et 
sp. nov.; Yoganarasimhan and Subramanyam 
(1975, 1976) on Marsdenia raziana sp. nov., 
Yoganarasimhan et al., (1976). 

Other taxonomic work with reference to 
individual families, genera, keys and taxa in¬ 
cludes the efforts of Arekal and Nagendran’s 
(1974) emended description of Fermeria 
indica Willis; Ladwa and Patil’s (1961) 
Compositae of Dharwar; Nagendran’s (1975) 
study of Podostemaceae; Panchaksharappa 
on Zingiberaceae (1962); Rao and Razi 
(1973) on Euphorbiaceae; Razi and Rao 
(1971) on Pteridophytes; Razi and Rama¬ 
swamy s (1968-69) key to families; Saldanha 
(1963, 1966) on Striga and Torenia; Subraman¬ 
yam on Utricularia minutissima (1977); Rama¬ 
swamy and Razi (1966, 1969-70) on Euphorbia 
and Croitalaria and Razi (1953) on name 
changes. 

Several books and pamphlets based on 
plants of the State have been published, and 
these include Cameron's (1894) book on Trees 
of Mysore and Coorg; DeSouza s (1956) 
Checklist of Agricultural College Herbarium; 
Mallikarjunappa’s (1973) list of botanical and 
Kannada names; Naidu (1962) on Arecanut; 
Narasimhachar (1949) on botanical and 
Kannada names; Ramaswamy's (1969, 1973) 
Kannada book on forest trees of Karnataka 
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and Kannada translation of “Flowering 
Trees*; Ramaswamy and Razi (1973) Flora 
of Bangalore District; Saldanha and Nichol¬ 
son’s (1976) Flora of Hassan. Another aspect 
of such studies is the preparation of theses 
and dissertations based on plants of some 
parts of the state. These include Arora on 
Western Ghats (1960); Bhaskar on Impatiens 
(1975); Kadambi on Western Ghats (1933); 
Nagendran on Podostemaceae (1975); Ragha- 
van (1968) on Agumbe and Thirthahalli 
plants; Ramaswamy’s (1974) Flora of Banga¬ 
lore District; Rao on Mysore District (1974); 
Saldanha (1963 a) on Scrophulariaceae; and 
Yoganarasimhan (1975) on Flora of Chikma- 
galur. 

Perhaps the best contribution to the 
floristic studies in Karnataka is the publica¬ 
tion of Saldanha and Nicholson (1976), which 
stands comparison with any effort in the best 
taxonomic centres of the world. This is an 
example of a modem flora based on co¬ 
operative effort. The work of Ramaswamy 
and Razi (1973), and Rao and Razi (Flora of 
Mysore District, in Press) are other examples. 

Plant geographical and ecological studies 
have got their due share of attention from 
several workers; these include also sylvicultu¬ 
ral practices, ethology, conservation and re¬ 
lated topics. Among these are to be included 
Anonymous (1922) bilingual, list of 500 medi¬ 
cinal plants; Gupta’s (1971) ecology of 
Challakere; Kadambi’s account of disappear¬ 
ance of wild plants (1969)); Krishnaswamy’s 
(1965) account of afforestation of Chamundi 
hills; Mani (1974) on Biogeography of the 
Peninsula; Nagendran and Subramanyam’s 
(1977) paper on geographical distribution of 
Podostemaceae; Santapau on vegetation types 
(1957); Subramanyam and Nayar (1974) on 
vegetation on Western Ghats. 

Looking to the future, it is fervently 
noped that it may be possible, in the near 


future, to embark upon preparing a Flora of 
Karnataka. For this, apart from die literature, 
it is necessary to have previous herbarium 
collections from the area, and also to gather 
more specimens in field trips made during 
all seasons of the year in a systematic manner. 
Earlier collections are available at the follow¬ 
ing places : 

Bangalore : St. Joseph’s College; Central 
College; G. K. V. K. Campus of the University 
of Agricultural Science; Lai Bagh; and Survey 
of Medicinal Plants Unit, Central Pharmacy, 
Jayangar. Mysore : Department of Botany, 
University of Mysore, Manasagangothri. Mer- 
cara, Mahabaleshwar and Pune : Bee Flora 
Herbarium of the All India Khadi and Village 
Industries Board. Coimbatore : Botanical 
Survey of India, Southern Circle. Madras : 
Presidency College. Bombay : Blatter Her¬ 
barium (particularly rich in collections from 
North Kanara). Pune : Botanical Survey of 
India, Western Circle—collections from Chick- 
magalur, Coorg and Shimoga districts and a 
few other areas. 
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